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STAFF REPORT TO THE 

BENTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Benton County Planning Division 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Annual) 

FILE NO: CPA 2024-001: Comprehensive Plan Amendment related to the Open 
Space Conservation Land Use Designation. 

STAFF REPORT 
DATE:  March 27, 2024 

HEARING DATE: April 9, 2024 

APPLICANT: Benton County Planning Division, 102206 E Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, 
WA 99336 

OWNER: N/A 

LOCATION:  N/A 

PROPERTY SIZE: N/A 

AREA TO BE USED: N/A 

LAND USE: N/A 

COMP PLAN: N/A 

ZONING: N/A 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: The Planning Division recommends that the Planning Commission 
forward to the Benton County Commissioners a recommendation to approve Benton County 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA 2024-001, subject to the 7 Findings of Fact as outlined in 
this staff report. 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

A Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA 2024-001) to clarify and amend two (2) sections of the 
Benton County Comprehensive Plan related to the Open Space Conservation Land Use 
Designation 

PCM 1.1
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The application proposes an amendment to Section 3.3.5 to clarify the description of what 
constitutes the Open Space Conservation land use designation, and in Table 3.4, the application 
amends the zoning classification that implements the open space conservation designation.  

The intent of the changes in Section 3.3.5 is to clarify the Open Space land use designation may 
apply to land with either public and private ownership, the properties must be held in a 
conservation easement or land trust, and to further to make sure the public is aware that this 
designation is completely voluntary. 

The amendments to Table 3.4 focus on the zoning classification that implements the open space 
conservation designation by changing the implementing zoning classification from Rural Lands 5 
Zoning District to Open Space Conservation Zoning District which ensures consistency between 
both the land use and zoning designation.  

Section 3.3.5 Open Space Conservation: 

Existing Comprehensive Plan Text: 
Open Space Conservation lands are recognized as areas having critical resources and ecosystems with 
unique characteristics that support significant habitats for migratory birds, fish, and wildlife; natural riverine 
functions and aquatic environments; botanical inventory; water quality and flood retention. Open Space 
Conservation designated areas provide significant natural functions and benefits to natural resources and 
the public and should be protected from destruction, conversion, and encroachment by incompatible uses. 
These areas may also provide limited recreational and educational opportunities for the public. These areas 
are held under conservation easements with state or federal agencies. Barker Ranch, which is located 
adjacent to the Yakima River near West Richland, is the only area in the County that currently has this 
designation”. 

Proposed Comprehensive Plan Text: 
Open Space Conservation lands are recognized as areas having critical resources and ecosystems with 
unique characteristics that support significant habitats for migratory birds, fish, and wildlife; natural riverine 
functions and aquatic environments; botanical inventory; water quality and flood retention. Open Space 
Conservation designated areas provide significant natural functions and benefits to natural resources and 
the public and should be protected from destruction, conversion, and encroachment by incompatible uses. 
These areas may also provide limited recreational and educational opportunities for the public. These areas 
are held under conservation easements with state or federal agencies. Barker Ranch, which is located 
adjacent to the Yakima River near West Richland, is the only area in the County that currently has this 
designation Open Space Conservation lands can be public or private property, and must be held under 
conservation easements with local, state, or federal agencies or land trusts. Open Space Conservation 
designations are voluntary in nature for property owners. 

Table 3.4 Land Use Implementation by Zoning 

Existing Comprehensive Plan Text: 

Land Use Zoning 

Urban Urban Growth Area Residential 

Hanford Unclassified 

Hanford Reach Unclassified 

Growth Management Act Agriculture Growth Management Act Agriculture 

Open Space Conservation Rural Lands 5 

Public Park District 
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Land Use Zoning 

Rural Transition Rural Lands 1 

Rural Remote Rural Lands 5 

Rural Resource Rural Lands 20 

Rural Community Center Community Center Residential, Community Commercial 

Rural Commercial Interchange Commercial, General Commercial 

Rural Industrial Light Industrial, Heavy Industrial 

Proposed Comprehensive Plan Text: 

Land Use Zoning 

Urban Urban Growth Area Residential 

Hanford Unclassified 

Hanford Reach Unclassified 

Growth Management Act Agriculture Growth Management Act Agriculture 

Open Space Conservation Rural Lands 5 Open Space Conservation 

Public Park District 

Rural Transition Rural Lands 1 

Rural Remote Rural Lands 5 

Rural Resource Rural Lands 20 

Rural Community Center Community Center Residential, Community Commercial 

Rural Commercial Interchange Commercial, General Commercial 

Rural Industrial Light Industrial, Heavy Industrial 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

1. Legal notification for the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket was published in
the Prosser Record Bulletin on January 17, 2024.

2. The application for CPA 2024-001 was submitted to the Benton County Planning Division
October 6, 2023.

3. The application was declared complete for processing on October 7, 2023.

4. An Environmental Checklist (EA 2024-001) was submitted on October 6, 2023, and a
Determination of Non-Significance was issued on February 21, 2024, with a 14-day
comment period.

5. The application documents were distributed to reviewing agencies on February 22, 2024.

6. The application documents were provided to the Washington State Department of
Commerce on February 22, 2024, through their on-line submittal system, initiating their
60-day review. (WA Dept. of Commerce: Submittal ID: 2024-S-6892)

7. Legal notification for the Planning Commission public hearing was published on March 27,
2024, in the Prosser Record Bulletin.
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8. Notice of the Planning Commission public hearing was emailed/mailed to property owner
of record within 300 feet of the proposal on March 22, 2024.

9. The Planning Commission public hearing is scheduled for April 9, 2024.

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

CPA 2021-004 has been reviewed under the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act, 
and a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) was issued on February 21, 2024, with a 14-day 
comment period ending on March 6, 2024. Copies of the Environmental Checklist, the 
Determination of Non-Significance, and the comments received from reviewing agencies are 
attached to this memorandum. 

APPLICABLE STANDARDS/ORDINANCES 

1. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.030, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Persons
Eligible to Request Amendments – Applications.

2. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.040, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Public
Notice of Deadline for Submittal of Complete Applications.

3. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.050 Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Application
Period.

4. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.060, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments –
Documentation required for a complete application.

5. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.080, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Procedural
Steps for Review of Proposed Amendments.

6. Benton County Comprehensive Plan, 1.7 Amendments to this Comprehensive Plan.

7. Benton County Comprehensive Plan, 2 Goals and Policies.

8. Benton County Comprehensive Plan, 3 Land Use Element.

9. Growth Management Act (GMA) – RCW 36.70A

AGENCY COMMENTS 

1. The application documents were distributed to the following review agencies on February
22, 2024.

Applicant
News Media
Kiona Irrigation District
Kennewick Irrigation District
Benton Irrigation District
Columbia Irrigation District
Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District
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Roza Irrigation District 
Badger Mountain Irrigation District 
Benton Clean Air Authority 
Benton County Building Department 
WA Dept of Arch. & Historic Preservation 
Benton County Fire Marshal 
WA Department of Ecology -SEPA Register 
Benton County Public Works Department 
WA Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Benton-Franklin Health District 
WA Department of Health 
Bureau of Land Management 
WA Department of Natural Resources 
Bureau of Reclamation 
WA Department of Transportation 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
City of Benton City 
City of Kennewick 
City of West Richland 
City of Richland 
City of Prosser 
Tom Price, Environmental Review Inc. 
Fire District #1 
Fire District #2 
Fire District #3 
Fire District #4 
Fire District #5 
Fire District #6 
Port of Benton 
Port of Kennewick 
Futurewise 
Finley School District 
Prosser School District 
Benton City School District 
Richland School District 
Kennewick School District 
Kiona-Benton School District 
Benton Franklin Council of Governments 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Dept. of Commerce 
Ben Franklin Transit 

2. No agency comments of significance were received.

CRITERIA FOR FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.030, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Persons
Eligible to Request Amendments – Applications.
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(b) Applications to amend any portion of the County’s Comprehensive Plan can be
submitted at the direction of the Benton County Planning Commission, Benton
County Board of County Commissioners, the Benton County Planning Director,
any owner of property in unincorporated Benton County seeking an amendment
that only affects that person’s property, any resident of unincorporated Benton
County supported by signatures of ten (10) residents of unincorporated Benton
County, or any general or special purpose local government entity operating in
Benton County pursuant to an adopted resolution of its legislative body or board
of directors.

2. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.040, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Public
Notice Deadline for submittal of Complete Application.

(a) Prior to October 1st of each year, the Planning Department shall place legal notices
in the official county newspaper announcing the December 1st deadline for
submitting complete applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.

3. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.050, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments –
Application Period.

(a) Subject to the exceptions found in RCW 36.70A.130(2)(a) and 36.70A.130.(2)(b),
applications to amend the Comprehensive Plan shall only be accepted between
October 1st and December 1st of any year, and all applications will be considered
concurrently by the Board of County Commissioners in the calendar year that
follows the year in which the application was submitted.

4. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.060, Amendments to the Benton County
Comprehensive Plan – Amendments – Documentation required for a complete
application.

(a) Within fourteen (14) days after receiving an application for amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan, the County Planning Department shall review the application
and place in the mail or personally deliver a written determination addressed to the
applicant stating that the application is complete or that the application is
incomplete and identifying what is necessary to make the application complete.

(b) All applications for amendment to the Comprehensive Plan must provide all
information requested on the application form and include the following
documentation:

(1) a complete environmental checklist in accordance with the State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA);

(2) an application fee as set by resolution of the Board of County
Commissioners;

(3) a textual and graphic description of the requested Comprehensive Plan
amendment which shall identify the specific portions of the Plan proposed
for amendment;

(4) an explanation of why the amendment is being proposed; and
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(5) the signature of the person or persons eligible to make the application as
set forth in BCC 16.14.030.

5. Benton County Code (BCC) 16.14.080, Comprehensive Plan – Amendments –
Procedural Steps for Review of Proposed Amendments.

(a) The Planning Department will initiate review of complete applications by listing
them in a posted legal notice along with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
review dates. Analysis of each application for consistency with the Washington
State Growth Management Act and the Comprehensive Plan, including the
adopted County-wide Planning Policies, will be conducted, and summarized in a
staff report. The Planning Department shall also make a recommendation to the
Planning Commission for approval or denial if each application.

(b) The Planning Commission will conduct at least one open record hearing on the
applications and forward a recommendation for approval or denial of each
application to the Board.

(c) The Board of County Commissioners will conduct at least one open record public
hearing on the applications prior to approving, approving with modifications and/or
conditions, or denying the applications.

6. Benton County Comprehensive Plan,  1.7 Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.

Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are legislative actions requiring County
Commissioners’ approval. Amendments must be approved as prescribed by the GMA.
With a few exceptions, they cannot be considered more often than once per year and in
accordance with specific procedures. Major updates occur by legislative action on an 8-
year cycle as established by RCW 36.70A.130 (4)(c).

Amendments can be requested by the County or by private individuals. Multiple
applications for amendments will be considered in a single legislative review process in
order to evaluate the potential cumulative effect of the requests. All amendment requests
require a public hearing with the Planning Commission, which then makes a
recommendation to the County Commission. The County Commission will approve or
deny the amendments in a public hearing. Public involvement with this process is required
and encouraged through direction of the County Participation Plan.

Annual amendments will address the issues of major or minor land use classification
changes; changes to the goals, policies, and text of the Comprehensive Plan; changes to
supporting data and implementation; changes to the Land Use maps; and changes to the
inventories and technical documents.

7. Benton County Comprehensive Plan, 2 Goals and Policies.

A. Section 2.1 Planning Process

i. PP Goal 1: Develop a Comprehensive Plan that reflects the community’s
vision and objectives, is consistent with the State’s planning laws, and is
implemented through various local development regulations.
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ii. Policy 4: Coordinate the County’s plans and programs with those at local,
regional, and state levels.

B. Section 2.9 Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Historic Preservation

i. PL Goal 1: Develop and maintain a park system for Benton County
residents and visitors that provides a variety of recreational opportunities
in regional and local parks and open space.

ii. PL Goal 2: Work with cities and agencies to protect greenways and open
spaces along the riverine corridor of the lower Yakima River.

iii. PL Goal 3: Conserve visually prominent naturally vegetated steep slopes
and elevated ridges that define the Columbia Basin landscape and are
uniquely a product of the ice age floods.

Policy 1: Identify and preserve historically significant structures and sites
whenever feasible.

Policy 2: Encourage the public and/or private acquisition of the prominent
ridges within unincorporated Benton County as Open Space Conservation,
in order to preserve views, protect native habitat, and provide for public
access and recreation associated with these landscapes.

Policy 3: Pursue a variety of means and mechanisms such as the
preparation of specific and area plans, conservation easements, clustered
developments, land acquisitions and trades, statutory requirements to
protect the natural landform and vegetative cover of the Rattlesnake uplift
formation, notably Rattlesnake, Red, Candy, and Badger mountains and
the Horse Heaven Hills.

Policy 4: Consider the preservation of the ridges and hillside areas through
various development regulations.

8. Benton County Comprehensive Plan, 3 Land Use Element.

A. Section 3.2.1 Land Use Pattern and Compatibility

Benton County’s land use can be described in broad categories: urban, rural,
agricultural, industrial, public, and open space. Agriculture is the predominate land
use in Benton County. Much of the urban land is concentrated in the eastern
portion of the county which comprises the Tri-Cities area – Kennewick, Richland,
and West Richland – with Benton City and Prosser composing the urban land in
central and western Benton County. The rural residential lands are mostly along
the Interstate-82 corridor and in the urban fringes with some located in the
Patterson and Plymouth areas. Industrial lands are minimal in the unincorporated
County, located nearly Finley and Prosser. Other industrial lands are mostly
located within the Hanford area or within the UGAs. Public and open space lands
located throughout the County.
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Compatibility is based on the intensity of land uses. Generally speaking, the most 
intense use is industrial due its operational impacts (e.g., noise, light, dust), 
supporting facility needs, and overall land impact. Natural areas are considered 
the least intense as there are no developments or improvements on such areas. 
Therefore, a low-density residential area next to a heavy industrial land use would 
be considered incompatible because of the negative impacts industrial uses may 
have on the residential areas. Appropriately designed buffers, landscaping, and 
transition areas between uses should be considered between incompatible uses. 

B. Table 3-3 Proposed Land Uses and Land Distribution in Benton County.

Land Use Type: Open Space Conservation
Acres: 2,169
Square Miles: 3
Percent: 0.20

RECOMMENDATION 

The Benton County Planning Division recommends that the Planning Commission forward a 
recommendation of approval for the text changes to the Comprehensive Plan amending 
Section 3.3.5 and Table 3.4 related to the Open Space Conservation Land Use Designation, to 
the Benton County Board of Commissioners for application CPA 2024-001, with the following 
suggested Findings of Fact and motion. 

SUGGESTED FINDINGS OF FACT 

The following Findings of Fact are based on the comments received up to the date of this staff 
memo. Any comments received after the completion of this staff memo or submitted during the 
advertised public hearing for CPA 2024-001 will need to be considered by the Planning 
Commission and may be added to the suggested Findings of Fact as set forth below. The 
Planning Commission may decide to adopt these as their own or amend/add to these Findings of 
Fact after holding the open public hearing. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Comprehensive Plan Amendment application 2024-001 proposes an amendment to
Section 3.3.5 to clarify the description of what constitutes the open space conservation
land use designation and in Table 3.4, the application amends the zoning classification
that implements the open space conservation designation.

2. The intent of the changes in Section 3.3.5 is to clarify that the Open Space land use
designation may apply to land with either public and private ownership, the properties
must be held in a conservation easement or land trust, and to further to make sure the
public is aware that this designation is completely voluntary.

3. The intent of the changes to Table 3.4 is to clarify the zoning classification that implements
the open space conservation designation by changing the implementing zoning
classification from Rural Lands 5 Zoning District to Open Space Conservation Zoning
District which ensures consistency between both the land use and zoning designation.
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4. Public notice and application requirements have been completed for the Comprehensive
Plan Amendment request as follows:

A. Legal notification for the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket was
published in the Prosser Record Bulletin on January 17, 2024.

B. The application for CPA 2024-001 was submitted to the Benton County Planning
Division October 6, 2023.

C. The application was declared complete for processing on October 7, 2023.

D. An Environmental Checklist (EA 2024-001) was submitted on October 6, 2023,
and a Determination of Non-Significance was issued on February 21, 2024, with a
14-day comment period.

E. The application documents were distributed to reviewing agencies on February 22,
2024.

F. The application documents were provided to the Washington State Department of
Commerce on February 22, 2024, through their on-line submittal system, initiating
their 60-day review. (WA Dept. of Commerce: Submittal ID: 2024-S-6892)

G. Legal notification for the Planning Commission public hearing was published on
March 27, 2024, in the Prosser Record Bulletin.

H. Notice of the Planning Commission public hearing was emailed/mailed to property
owner of record within 300 feet of the proposal on March 22, 2024.

I. The Planning Commission public hearing is scheduled for April 9, 2024.

5. The application for CPA 2024-001 is consistent with RCW 36.70A, the Growth
Management Act.

6. The application for CPA 2024-001 is consistent with the goals and policies of the Benton
County Comprehensive Plan.

7. The application further implements Benton County Comprehensive Plan, Section 2, PL
Goal 3, Policy 2 to encourage the public and/or private acquisition of the prominent ridges
within unincorporated Benton County as Open Space Conservation, in order to preserve
views, protect native habitat, and provide for public access and recreation associated with
these landscapes.

SUGGESTED MOTION 

I move that the Planning Commission forward a recommendation for approval subject to the seven 
(7) Findings of Fact listed in the Staff Report dated April 9, 2024 for application CPA 2024-001
amending the text and Map Folio of the Benton County Comprehensive Plan to the Benton County
Board of Commissioners, and that the Chairman along with the Secretary of the Planning
Commission develop written findings for approval and signature of the Planning Commission
Chairman.



 
 

 

Community Development Department Planning Division 

Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor (509) 786-5612
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE OF HEARING BEFORE THE BENTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION in the matter of county 

planning at a regular meeting on April 9, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., via in person and virtual meeting format in the 
Meeting Room on the first floor of the Courthouse, 620 Market Street, Prosser WA. The entry to the meeting 

room is located off Main Street on the East side of the Courthouse. To find information on virtual attendance 
options, including streaming video, WebEx video conferencing and telephone, please visit 

www.tinyurl.com/BCPublicNotice. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that public comment will be taken on the following proposed amendments to 

the Benton County Comprehensive Plan before the Benton County Planning Commission at this meeting:  

CPA 2024-001 - A proposal by Benton County to amend two (2) sections of the Benton County 

Comprehensive Plan related to the Open Space Conservation Land Use Designation. The application 
proposes to amend Section 3.3.5 table 3.4.  

CPA 2024-002 - A proposal by Spink Engineering on behalf of the City of Benton City to amend the land 
use designation of two (2) parcels in the Benton County Comprehensive Plan. The application proposes to 
amend the current land use designation of Rural Industrial for both parcels to a land use designation of 
Public for parcel 1-1396-401-1991-002 and a designation of Rural Remote for parcel 1-1394-401-1991-001. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments have been reviewed 

under the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act and Determinations of Non-Significance (DNS) 
were issued on February 21, 2024. Accordingly, Environmental Impact Statements were not required for 
these proposals. Any comments regarding these determinations and the environmental impacts of the 
proposals can be made at the Planning Commission Hearing or in writing to the Benton County Planning 

Division by 3 p.m. on Monday, April 8, 2024. 

At this hearing, the Planning Commission may recommend approval or disapproval of the amendments to 
the Benton County Board of Commissioners.  All parties concerned may present any support or objections 
for the applications. Information concerning the applications can be obtained at the Benton County Planning 
Division, by calling 736-3089 (Tri-Cities) or 786-5612 (Prosser) or by visiting 

www.tinyurl.com/BCPublicNotice. 

Dated this 20th day of March 2024. 

Martin Sheeran, Chairman 
Benton County Planning Commission 

Michelle Mercer, Manager 

Planning Division 

PUBLISH: March 27, 2024 

Community Development Department  Planning Division 

Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor (509) 786-5612

Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway       Planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 

www.bentoncountywa.gov    102206 East Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, WA 99338 

www.co.benton.wa.us

PCM 1.7

http://www.tinyurl.com/BCPublicNotice
http://www.tinyurl.com/BCPublicNotice
http://www.bentoncountywa.gov/
http://www.co.benton.wa.us/


 

Benton County Planning Division 
2024 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket 

The 2024 Benton County Comprehensive Plan amendment cycle for the review of 
proposed amendments begins with the docketing of proposals. The County has received 
the following application proposals for amendment to the Benton County Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan: 

CPA 2024-001 - A proposal by the Community Development Department, Planning 
Division to clarify and amend two sections in the Benton County Comprehensive Plan 
related to the Open Space Conservation Land Use Designation. 

CPA 2024-002 - A proposal by the City of Benton City requesting a change in the 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use Designation on two parcels from Rural Industrial to Rural 
Remote and Public.  These parcels are located in the southwest corner of the intersection 
of 14th Street and Chris Avenue, Benton City WA.  Parcel # 113964011991002 will be 
change from Rural Industrial to Public and Parcel #113964011991001 will be changed 
from Rural Industrial to Rural Remote in Section 13, Township 9 North, Range 24 East, 
W.M.

These applications will be reviewed under the requirements of SEPA (RCW 43.21C) and 
Title 16.14 of the Benton County Code.  The Planning Division will initiate the review and 
analysis of each application for consistency with the Growth Management Act and the 
Comprehensive Plan, including the adopted Benton County-wide Planning Policies and 
prepare a staff report with a recommendation to the Planning Commission for the 
approval or denial of each application.  The Planning Commission will conduct an open 
record hearing and forward their recommendations to the Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC).  The BOCC will conduct an open record hearing to consider and 
act upon the Planning Commission recommendation.  Final actions on the proposed 
amendments are anticipated by late spring/early summer of 2024.  Notification of the 
hearings will be published in advance; those interested in receiving a notice by mail or 
email regarding the above actions may call the Benton County Planning Division: at (509) 
786-5612 or use our “contact us” form found at http://tinyurl.com/BCcontactus.

Information regarding the amendment process is available via the County website at
https://tinyurl.com/CPAannual.

Michelle Mercer, Planning Manager 
BENTON COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION 

PUBLISHED: Wednesday, January 17, 2024. 

Community Development Department Planning Division 

Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor   (509) 786-5612
Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway 102206 E Wiser Parkway, Kennewick WA 99338 
www.bentoncountywa.gov planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 
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Nikki Relyea

From: Cristina Woods

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 11:38 AM

To: Planning Department

Subject: RE: EA 2024-001 - Comprehensive Plan Amendment for Benton County

Public Works has no comments. 

Thank you. 

Cristina Woods,PE ● Civil Engineer I 

Benton County Public Works 

102206 Wiser Parkway , Kennewick WA, 99338 

(509) 786-5611 Ext: 5684

From: Planning Department <Planning.Department@co.benton.wa.us>  

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 4:46 PM 

To: Badger Mountain Irrig. District (bmidmanager@badgermountainirrigation.com) 

<bmidmanager@badgermountainirrigation.com>; Benton Irrigation District <benton.irrigation@frontier.com>; Roza 

Irrigation District (Shayman@roza.org) <Shayman@roza.org>; Kiona Irrigation District <kiid@owt.com>; Kennewick 

Irrigation District-Development (development@kid.org) <development@kid.org>; Kennewick Irrigation District - Ben 

Woodard <bwoodard@kid.org>; Kennewick Irrig. Dist.-Seth Defoe <sdefoe@kid.org>; Sunnyside Valley Irrigation Dist. 

Ron Cowin <cowinr@svid.org>; Benton Clean Air-Priddy <robin.priddy@bentoncleanair.org>; Dept. of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation - SEPA Review (sepa@dahp.wa.gov) <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; Cristina Woods 

<Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Dept. of Fish and Wildlife- Review <R3planning@dfw.wa.gov>; WA Dept of Health - 

Kelly Cooper - WA Dept of Health - Kelly Cooper (SEPA.reviewteam@doh.wa.gov) <SEPA.reviewteam@doh.wa.gov>; 

Bureau of Land Management - Kevin Devitt District Manager (BLM_OR_SP_Mail@blm.gov) 

<BLM_OR_SP_Mail@blm.gov>; Dept. of Natural Resources (sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov) <sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov>; Dept. 

of Natural Resources <dnrmisepacenter@dnr.wa.gov>; Dept. of Natural Resources (sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov) 

<sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov>; Dept. of Natural Resources <dnrmisepacenter@dnr.wa.gov>; Dept. of Transportation 

(scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov) <scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov>; Yakama Indian Nation SEPA Review 

<enviroreview@yakama.com>; Yakima Indian Nation-John Marvin <john_marvin@yakama.com>; City of Kennewick 

<cedinfo@ci.kennewick.wa.us>; City of Prosser <szetz@cityofprosser.com>; City of Richland-Mike Stevens 

(mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us) <mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us>; City of West Richland-Eric Mendenhall 

(emendenhall@westrichland.org) <emendenhall@westrichland.org>; Futurewise <tim@futurewise.org>; Tom Price-

Environmental Review Inc. (envreview@gmail.com) <envreview@gmail.com>; Fire District #1-Staff 

<staff@bentonone.org>; Fire District #4- Paul Carlyle <PCarlyle@bcfd4.org>; chiefwatt@bcfd6.com; Port of Kennewick 

<lpeterson@portofkennewick.org>; School District # 116 <julie.hyatt@prosserschools.org>; School District # 17-Ryan 

Jones <Ryan.Jones@ksd.org>; School Dist. # 400 <jennifer.ullrich@rds.wdu>; School District # 52 <rcastil@kibesd.org>; 

School District #400 (devonne.roth@rsd.edu) <devonne.roth@rsd.edu>; US Corps of Engineers <cenww-

re@usace.army.mil>; enviroreview@yakama.com; cclerk@owt.com; lonnie@bentonone.org; FireChief@bcfpd2.org; 

cdamron@westbentonfirerescue.org; ch15156@yahoo.com; david@portofbenton.com; Building Department 

<Building.Department@co.benton.wa.us>; zratkai@bfcog.us; Bureau of Reclamation - C. Garner (cgarner@usbr.gov) 

PCM 1.11



2

<cgarner@usbr.gov>; Bureau of Reclamation - L Hendrix - Bureau of Reclamation (lhendrix@usbr.gov) 

<lhendrix@usbr.gov>; Bureau of Reclamation -McKinley (cmckinley@usbr.gov) <cmckinley@usbr.gov> 

Subject: EA 2024-001 - Comprehensive Plan Amendment for Benton County 

The Benton County Planning Department has prepared the a DNS (see the link below) in accordance 
with the State Environmental Policy Act regulation. This DNS is being circulated for review by all 
agencies with jurisdiction. We are circulating it for comments on the environmental impacts of this 
action.   The DNS is being done in conjunction with a Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 
We appreciate your review of the proposal and return of comments no later than March 6, 2024. This 
proposal will not be acted upon before that time. 

Please see the SEPA Register link for the documents related to EA 2024-001. 

Donna Hutchinson 

Rural Water Supply Coordinator 
Community Development Dept. 
Planning Division 
102206 E. Wiser Parkway 
Kennewick WA 99338 
Phone: (509)786-5612 
rural.water@co.benton.wa.us 

www.bentoncountywa.gov 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain.  Any correspondence 

from or to this email account may be a public record.  Accordingly, this email, in whole or in 

part, may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of 

confidentiality or privilege asserted by an external party.
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